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Stephen Theodore Fanſſen, Eſq; 
1] Atozaman of Bread. Street Ward, 


5 7 Ine of the REPRESENTATIVES of the CiTy 
| of LON DON in ie, 


AND 


= 1cz-ParsIDENT of the Corporation for carrying on 
# the Britifb Wurrz HERRING FioHERY, 


[THIS COLLECTION 
bY inſcribed, 


8 the Time ſeems to be now come, 
that through the indefatigable En- 
| deavours and moſt laudable Afſiduity of 
certain worthy Patriots and true Friends 
to their Country, we are at Length 
put into a Condition of carrying on the 
HxRRING FieneRy, there ſeems to be no 
need of an Apology for preſenting to the : 
Z Pablick the following curious Pieces, writ- 
ten at different Periods, but all of them 
many Years ago, in order to ſhew the Ne- 
ceſſity and Importance of ſuch a glorious | 
Undertaking ; more eſpecially if we con- 


a 1 fider, that many of the moſt material Paſ- 
3 fages occurring in E Multitude of modern 
1 Treatiſes upon this Head, are in reality | 
7 borrowed from one or other of theſe an- 
tient Tracts, or from Authors who had be- 


—— 


re 


TO > 
fore borrowed them; ſo that it ſeems to be 
but a Piece of Juſtice to bring forth the 
Originals from amidſt the Nuſt and Rubbiſh 

of old Libraries, and exhibit them entire to 
the Judgment of this * Age. 
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"Theſe Diſcourſe will ſhew, that for the 

Space of one hundred and fifty Years, ſuch | 
as have looked cloſeſt to the Intereſts of N 
this Nation, underſtood them beſt, and had 

carefully compared them with thoſe of other 


di 


act 2» 
ey OTE 


£47 oa ring a wv ues 4 oo. 4 
— , 


Nations, were unanimouſly of Opinion, that 


Þ 

| D the Undertaking and Proſecuting the Hx R- 
1 RING FisH ER was a Matter of the utmoſt 
| Conſequence to this State; and without 
1 doubt, when this | is attentively conſidered, 


it will appear a very ſtrong Argument, that 
ſuch an Opinion is well eſtabliſhed; for as 
E ully long ago C obſerved, Truths founded 
in Nature, and deduced from thence by 
« good Senſe, will always ſurvive ; ; Where- 
„ as Notions idly taken up, and vain Spe- 
« © culations, continue but for a Day.” Than ö 
which Obſcrvation of his there was never a 
wiſer Maxim uttered. When 


oes 


(in 


Wnen it is faid that this Point has been 
inſiſted upon for a Century and a half, 
the Reader muſt obſerve, that the Whole 
bi Period is taken in, from the writing Mr. 
4 KeyMe R's Obſervations, down to our own 
1 Time; during all which Space there have 
E 1 | never been wanting Perſons of good Senſe 
. 4 and good Intentions, who have continually 
I inſiſted upon this Matter, and have ſome- 
| 3 times, not without too much Reaſon, bit- 
1 terly reflected on that Careleſſneſs and Cold- 
neſs with which Admonitions of ſuch high 
1 Conſequence, and grounded as well upon 
| 1 apparent Experience as undeniable Princi- 
plwKkẽs, were regarded by thoſe whoſe Duty 
1 it was to have liſtened to them at firſt, and 
| 7 and to have put the People of Great Bri. 
7} tain long ago in Poſe Non of what was | 
he mas & their Rionr. 


; 111 is no leſ evident from: theſe Dione, 

that the ſudden and quick Growth of the 

Maritime Power of the United Provinces, 
«2 a 
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a parallel to which may be ſought in vain 


in all Hiſtories, either ancient or modern, 
was abſolutely and entirely owing to that 
Zeal and Diligence with which they applied 
themſelves to the HERR ING FiskxRv, a 
Circumſtance that ought certainly to have 


excited the Attention of this Nation to a 
thing ſo much more within the Power of 1 
her Subjects, and from which they might = 


with Reaſon have expected the moſt ſalutary 
and beneficial Effects. 


1. may ren be thought that the Words 3 
abſolutely and intirely favour too much of 


that Prepoſſeſſion Men are apt to ſhew for 
Subjects which they warmly eſpouſe. But 


the Truth is, that this Expreſſion, how- 


ever ſtrong g, is perfectly conſiſtent with the 
Matter of Fact; for as a great Writer has $ 
juſtly obſerved, the. Dutch Republick roſe 
not like other States, by Ambition, but | 


from a quite atem Cauſe, ref. 


_ 


Et at at 


(v) 


She did not riſe from a very ſmall, by a 


flow Progreſſion, to a very great Maritime 
Power; but ſhe became in a Manner at once 
a great Maritime Power, from being no Ma- 
| ritime Power at all. This political Miracle 
was actually wrou ght by her Application 
to the HERRINOG FrsHERVY. It was the 
| only Buſineſs to which at that Time, and in 
ber diſtreſſed Circumſtances, the People of 


Holland could apply for the Sake of Sub- 


A ſiſtance, and it was by a wiſe, ſteady, and 
] unrelenting. Application to this Fiſhery that Ih 
f they gathered Strength and Wealth, that 5 
their People of all Ages, Sexes, and Ranks, 


were fed, employed, and maintained. It 
was from hence, before themſelves could 


well expect it, that they found they were in 
a Condition to undertake greater Things ; 
that they had Sailors, Veſſels, and Money, 
ſufficient to embark in other Trades, and 


as they had the Spirit ſo to do, they had 


likewiſe the Prudence at the ſame Time to 
Preſerve and promote 1h18. 
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(vi) 


We may alſo farther obſerve, that in 
theſe Treatiſes, not only the Advantages 
that may probably, if not certainly, be ex⸗ 
pected from a Britiſh HenrING Freaery, 
are very clearly and plainly, as well as fully 
and ' ſtrongly ſet forth ; but almoſt every 
Objection anſwered, and every Difficulty 
removed, which timorous People apprehen- 
ded might impede, obſtruct, or overturn 
an Affair of this Nature. 


Theſe, one may reaſinably hope, are 5 
Motives ſufficient to recommend the fol- ö 
lowing Sheets to the Peruſal of ſuch, as b 
diſdaining to ſpend 1 their Time in idle and 
trivial Amuſements, or, which is much - 
worſe, in attending to Party Diſputes, and 
(attaching themſelves to the Service of this 


or that Faction, defire rather, to turn their 1 


"Thoughts and dire& their Endeavours to 
the real Service of their Country, by pro- 


*moting what has a dire& Tendency to em- 
ploy the Poor of all Sorts, from the Infant, 
that 


(mm) 
that is but beginning to know what Work 
is, and the Feeble, Maimed, and Old, 
2 whoſe Infirmities have left them but few- 

2 Kinds of Work, which they are yet able to 
A do to ſupport the natural Strength and real 
Power of this Nation, by raiſing, increaſing 
3 and giving Bread to a hardy and active Body 
of Seamen, in a conſtant, uſeful, and whol- 

4 ſome Service, from whence Supplies may be 
regularly drawn for the Royal Navy, of Men 
1 every Way fit to eſpouſe and ſuſtain the 
3 | Glory of the Britiſh Flag, and to increaſe 
1 the Wealth of our People by a due Diſtri- 
1 bution of it through all Parts of the Iſland, 
N in proportion to their Zeal, Activity, and 
Induſtry, in Favour of what is calculated 
entirely for their own Benefit, and of which 
the Management is left in their own hands. 


Ĩ0o all that has been faid, there is indeed 
one great Objection to be made, and it is ſo 
1 frequently made whenever this becomes the 
Topic of public Converſation, that it is but 
Joſs to ſtate it y. and * it a full An- 


ſwer. 


(1) | 
fer. That Objection i is, that if lags be 
25 really ſo, that if theſe great Truths were 
long ago diſcovered, plainly proved, pa- 
thetically inſiſted upon, frequently repeated, 
and never refuted, how can we poſlibly : 

imagine, that they ſhould remain fo long 
unexecuted, or that theſe prodi gious Ad- 
vantages ſhould remain not only before the 
Eyes, but even in the Hands of a great, 
wiſe, and enterprizing People, unembra- 

ced! ? This, it is ſaid, is fo very ſtrange 
| that it ſeems 1 to be abſurd and ors ee 


The Objection takes for ebe a Thin 8 
chat all the World muſt allow i is very far 
from being an indubitable Fact, which is, 
that Men never fail to do what is fit and 

right for them to do, and more eſpecially | 
if they are adviſed and preſſed to it. One 
might undertake to ſhew, and without Dif- 
ficulty comply with that Undertaking, that 
there have been a Multitude of things very 
fit to be done, andof doing which there was 


: much Diſcourſe for Ages before they were 
done. 


„ 
done. The Reformation of the Church is 


Norman Conqueſt was often talked of, 
ſometimes endeavoured, and about four 
hundred Vears after, in a lucky Seaſon, 
compleated. This ſhews, that a Thing 
3 may be very extraordinary, yet not ab- 
4 ſurd. 


* "i our firſt Diſcoveries were-made in 
3 America, ſome very well-meaning and 
q public-ſpirited | Perſons were deſirous of 
I ſettling Colonies in North America ; ; they 
: ſpared no Pains to ſhew how practicable the 
Thing was, how uſeful it might be, and 
wich what advantageous Conſequences it 
2 muſt be attended; ſome of them, and 
9 amongſt the reſt Sir Valter Raleigh, ſpent 
| 1 vaſt Sums of Money out of their private 
Eſtates, to bring about this publick Good, 
I bat they had the Misfortune to be diſhe- 
I lieved, to be diſcredited as Projectors, and 

all the juſt things they ſaid, were diſre- 
a garded, and treated with Contempt, by a 
b eer⸗ 


one Inſtance, which from th e Time 5 f 8 0 8 
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certain ſolemn ſort of People, who either 
would not take the Pains, or had not Parts 
enough to comprehend them. Yet, by 


Degrees, what they propoſed was under- 


taken, effectually executed, and has produ- 
ced even more than they promiſed. Which 
clearly demonſtrates, that what appears 
ſtrange to the Great Vulgar, and the Small, 
ought not from thence to be pronounced 
incredible. *Vfñl 


But to come cloſer to the preſent Point. 


Under the Reign of King James and 


King Charles I. this Affair of a Britiſh 
Fiſhery was in ſome Meaſure entertained 
and countenanced by the Court and the | 


Miniſtry, which obliged thoſe who oppoſed 
the one, and decried the other, to treat it 
as a Thing of little Conſequence, and about 
which a Noiſe was made, purely to em- 


broil us with our good Friends the Dutch. | 


When the Jaſt of theſe Princes found it 
neceflary to fit out a Fleet to defend his | 
Right to the Dominion of his own Seas, 


be 


„ 


(x/)) 
he was conſtrained, or at leaſt adviſed, to 
have recourſe to that odious Project of Ship-, 
money ; and when with infinite Difficulty 

the Deſign was in ſome Meaſure brought to 
© A bear, the Civil War broke out, which put 
5 4 an End to that, and to ſeveral other Mea- 
L 4 ſures, which had been taken for promoting. 
 Þ the true and effential Intereſts of the Na- 
> 1 tion; all things of this Nature fallin g of 
. 9 courſe into Confuſion. 


Baut when the Parliament had vanquiſhed 
3 the King, and taken the executive as well 
F as legiſlative Power into their own Hands, 
4 they quickly reſumed theſe Projects, juſti- 
I | fied all that the two Kings had done, cauſed 
the firſt of the Pieces in this Collection to be 
printed by their Authority, revived the Diſ- 
| pute with the Dutch, aſſerted their Rights 
| to the Dominion of the Britiſh Seas, and the 
Hrn NG Fienery; which they would 
IF certainly have maintained, as they did all 
F Things, with a high Hand, if Cromwell had 

not outwitted and overturned them. | 
1 ”. a 


II. theſe Matters were again brought 


(ou 


* 


After the Reſtoration of King Charles 


upon the Carpet, and for the very ſame 


Reaſon were undermined and oppoſed.” 


Some Attempts were made, but were ſo 


feebly ſupported, and ſo unaccountably 
managed, that they came to nothing. Af- 
ter this Time it is eaſy to ſee what the Rea- 
ſons were which hindered theſe Projects 


from being received in earneſt and with Ef- 


fect ; ſo that we need no longer wonder, 
that notwithſtanding the Reaſon, the Juſ- 
tice, and the Expediency of proſecuting a 1 


Matter of ſuch Conſequence to the Power, 


the Profit, and the Proſperity oſ Great 


Britain, it has nevertheleſs remained un- 


proſecuted to theſe Times, when many of 


the Difficulties are gradually worn out, and 


the moſt untoward Obſtacles to our Succeſs 


therein anrvety happily removed. 55 


We wall now deſcend to the partiaulir | 
Pieces of which this ſmall Collection is com- 
poſed, 


(uli) 


poſed, in order to give the Reader a juſt 
Idea of their Value and Importance. As 
to the Author of the firſt, Mr. John Keymer, 
he was a Diſciple of, and a Dependant upon, 
Sir Walter Raleigh, which is the Reaſon 
that both this, and another Diſcourſe of his, 
have been frequently, and the laſt generally 
aſcribed to that excellent Perſon and true 
Patriot, who inſpired all that were honoured 
with his Friendſhip or Converſation, with 
I great and generous Sentiments, and, it is 
highly probable, furniſhed them alſo with 
thoſe general Principles that led and con- 
ducted them in their ſubſequent Eoqpiries 


a 1 his 8 travelled through the 
Low Countries and Germany, in the Reign 


of Queen Elizabeth, whether on his own 
4 Occaſion, by the Direction of his Patron, 
4 or in the Service of any of Our Miniſters, 8 


is at this Diſtance of Time very uncertain. 
We know, however, from himſelf that 


he did travel, and that the Piece he pub- 
liſhed was the Fruits of his own 2 Obſervation, 


Which 


(ww) 
which renders it ſo much the more authen- 
W tick, and affords the greater Reaſon to rely 
12 upon what he ſays; more eſpecially as it 
appears from the Plan and the Execution 
of his Work, that he was a Man of great 
* Parts, general Knowledge, and not — 4 
i 1 to take thing gs upon Truſt. #es | F 
| | 


We may be farther convinced of the 
Credit due to this Piece, by conſidering 
that it was not deſigned for private Uſe, or 
to amuſe the World with a View of its Au- 
thor's ſingular Talents and noble Diſcoveries; = 
but, on the contrary, Was intended as a 
Kind of State Memorial for the Informa- 
tion of his Sovereign, and as ſuch was kept | 
5 witch great Care, and no Doubt examined 
by the moſt capable Judges, continuing for 
many Vears in Manuſcript, nor can we tell 
with any great Certainty at what Time it 
vas firſt printed. 


There have been "RAY who, notwith- 
Randing all theſe Circumſtances, inclined 


( xv ) 


to think that he carried his Computation too 


high, though they are ready to admit that 


he did this with a good Intent, that by 
magnifying the Advantages of this Fiſhery, 


we might be the ſooner prevailed upon to 


undertake it. Upon ſtrict Enquiry how- 
ever, this will be found no better than a 


| Conjecture, arifing from an Unwillingneſs 


that ſuch People have to believe Matters that 


1 appear to them very extraordinary, becauſe 
1 they are utterly unacquainted with them. 
q It would however be very hard to admit 
1 | ſuch unſupported. Suppoſitions againſt the 
Computations of an Author, who ſpeaks 
4 from his own Obſervations, took ſo much 
| | Pains to be well informed, and was never 
Y contradicted by that Nation of whom he 
1 ſpeaks. 


Beſides the 1450 Gromh of the Dutch 
Maritime Power, as has been before obſer- 
ved, is a direct and indubitable Proof, that 
he was not miſtaken. For as at the firſt 
_ out of the Troubles in the Low- 

| Countries, 
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Countries, the People of Holland had no- 


thing to depend upon but their Fi5HERIEs, 
which of Courſe made them purſue that 
Trade, and the Commerce which flowed 7 
from it, with incredible Vigour : So their 
being in a very ſhort Space able to fit out 
many Ships, to be employed in other 
7 Trades, to maintain armed Squadronsfor their 
om Security, and to moleſt their Enemies, 
ſhews clearly that the Profits of their Fiſh- 
eries, even chen, yielded them an immenſe ; 
Revenue. 55 N . 


A ſingle Inſtance wil ſet this in a clear 
Light. Long before theſe Obſervations were 


written, the Owners of the Herring Buſſes 
conſented to an Impoſition of one Dollar 
upon every Laſt of Herring they brought 
Home, for the Maintenance of a Squadron | F | 
to defend them from the Dunkirk Pirates, F 
and in one Summer this Duty amounted to { 
thirty thouſand Dollars, which proves, that b 
there were about a thouſand Buſles employ- F 


ed; and we have good Grounds to believe, 
that 


. 
"> 
. 


(wii 
chat three times as many Laſts of Herrings 
„were taken in the whole; their Home Con- 
BH 1 | ſumption ſeldom exceeding one third of the 
the Produce of their Fiſhery. Whoever com 
r 


3 and with the ſubſequent Accounts of the In- 
1 creaſe of that Fiſhery, will find that they 
are all very conſiſtent and com zpatible, 


The bond Piece contains the ſuccinet 
Dietail given of the Dutch Fiſheries by the 
3 Grand Penſionary John De Witt ; and it is 
I very remarkable that he is ſo far from ſuſ- | 


I that he builds upon them, reaſons from their 
es | Computations, and admits them to be juſt. 
ar 4 This therefore comes home to the Point, and 
ht F confirms all that has been hitherto ſaid, 
and that to ſuch a Degree, that it is not 
eaſy to conceive how, with any Shadow of 
Probability, it can be contradicted. 


Ile is likewiſe very clear, not only in this 
Account, but in other Parts of his Writings 


pares this with Mr. Keymer s Obſervations, 


pecting the Authorities of Engliſh Writers, 


( xviii | 


as to the prodigious Advantages drawn from 
the Fiſheries by the Maintenance of ſuch 


Numbers of Perſons as derive their Em- 
ployments and Subſiſtence from it. He is 


no leſs zealous for protecting and promo- 
ting them, for granting them all the Privi- 
leges they can aſk for, exempting them as 
much as poſſible from Duties and Impoſi- 
tions, and for defending them from Mono- 
polies, excluſive Companies, and whatever 
elſe may cramp and — their Laberties. 


In this he reaſons as a great and conſum- 


mate Stateſman he was deſirous that Taxes 3 
of every | Kind ſhould be levied chiefly upon I 
ſuch as can be uſeful to the Publick no other 7 


Way, that is, upon the Idle and Luxurious, 


thoſe, who being grown Wealthy, have 1 
left off Buſineſs, thoſe Who inherit large x 
Eſtates, and live upon the Labour of other 3 
Men, and thoſe, who being in the Service F 


of the Public, are maintained and live by ; 
the Public. But he Thought it unjuſt, [ 


and conſequently impolitic, to load the la- 4 
. — borious 


I: 


xX) 
borious and induſtrious Part of Mankind 
with ſuch Kind of Burthens, becauſe even 

without them they had much ado to live, 
and becauſe. in procuring a Livelihood they 
continually added to the public Stock and 
furniſhed a Part of that Fund, from which 


27 others became rich, and all the * of 


che State were defraycd. 


If any ſhould ſarmize, that after fo much 
Time and Pains ſpent, and ſo long a Poſſeſ- 
fion this Nation have acquired a better Right 
to the HERRING FISHERY than any other, 
it may not be amiſs to obſerve, that tho' they 
have a very old, yet we have a Prior Title 
thereto ; ſo that if there was any real Validity 
in this Argument it is in Fact on our Side 
and not on theirs, tho' to be ſure nothing of | 


this Kind will appear in Dutch Writers, who | 


are very commendably cautious of faying 


any thing that may prejudice the Cauſe of 
their Country. 
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But the Truth of the Matter is, that 


about threeſcore Years before Mr. Keymer 
>; wrote his Book, or a little m ore, one Ha 
Stevens, a diſcontented Fiſhmonger of Lon- 


don, having ſome Diſpute with, and think- 
ing himſelf ill treated by the Company, 


| went over and ſettled at Enchuyſen and in- 
ſtructed the Dutch in the great Wealth 


upon our Coaſt, and with how much eaſe 


it might be taken from us by an induſtri- 
ous People, carrying on their Fiſhery vigo- 
rouſly and under right Management. How 
well they followed his Inſtructions, how 
much they improved upon them, and what 
advantageous Conſequences flowed from | 
their receiving readily and making a right 
Uſe of good Advice, Events Have 


ſhewn. 


8 There cannot therefore be the leaſt Scru- 
ple entertained but that we have and always 
had a Right to reſume the Benefit we once 
enjoyed, and to profit as freely from their 


Ex- 


(** 
| as they have done from ours. 
It i is therefore treating the Subject unfairly 


| to ſuppoſe we do or intend to do the leaſt 
f ns to our Neighbours, and the Dutch, 


* who have ſaid fo much, and contended ſo 
11 for the abſolute F reedom of the 
P Sea and indefeaſible Liberty of Commerce, 


1 vil never alledge any ſuch thing; they 


* know very well, that Oeconomy and In- 
aug are the great Inſtruments by which 
chis Trade muſt be managed, that if theſe 


are in their Hands, they muſt keep the 


BF iſheries, but that if we get them into ours, 
Js muſt be content to reſign, at leaſt a 
Sbare of this lucrative Commerce, to thoſe 
Jom whom, by help of theſe Inſtruments, 8 
J formerly * it. 
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This is iid true State of the e Thing and 


1 the third Treatiſe in this Collection, written 


by the famous Sir Roger L'Eftrange, is very 


IJ well calculated to ſupply the Proofs. He 


had in his Time the Reputation of being a 
| methodical as well as a florid Writer, and 
per- 
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perhaps among all the numerous Pieces that 


contains abundance of Partieulars that are 
very well worth knowing, and throws more 
: Light upon the Subject chan almoſt "oy 
other Piece of the fame Bulk. | 


the time of the ſecond: Dutch War, in the 
Reign of King Charles II. a Seaſon when 1 
he Generality of the Nation were very juſtly 7 
provoked at the Meaſures then carried on 2 
not for vindicating the Rights of the Crown, 42 
or ſupporting the Commerce of Great Bri- 4 | 

* fain, but for the Subverſion af the Du. ch * I 


for which, all who were embarked in it, 
all who: favoured it, and all who afforded it 
: Countenance, ſuffered . and ſe- 


( xx ) 


fell from his Pen, there never was one that 
did him more Honour than this, which is 
written with great Spirit and Accuracy, 


k 


It had the Misfortune to be publiſhed 3 in 


3 


Republick in Conzunction with France; 4 
Conj unction equally unnatural and un 125 2 
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8 N 4 But if this had, as very probably it might 
7 have, an Influence on the Sentiments of the 
e 3 Nation upon this Subject it was very unfor- 
E Þ tunate, for if we ought to have Regard to 
y Þ the Intereſt of our Neighbour, we ought 
ſurely to be no leſs tender of our own : Self- 
Defence is ſaid to be the firſt Law of Nature, 
4 and the Conſideration of our own Good, is, 
1 } without Doubt, the leadin g Maxim i in true 
n JF Politicks. 


n Is our Happineſs to live in free and in 
4 quieter Times, when Matters of this Sort 
may be fairly examined,” and thoroughly 1 

b 4 canvaſſed without giving any Offence to the 

a 4 wiſe, the judicious, and the impartial Part 

ſ, 3 of Mankind; and upon this we have good 
EReaſon to ground our Hopes, that the pre- 

ſent Undertaking for eſtabliſhing the Britiſb 

HzR RI FisnERV will be as ſucceſsful 

in the Event as it is juſt, reaſonable, and 
even neceſſary in its Nature. 


* 


* 
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( xxiv ) 


If the Publication of theſe Tracts, two 1 


of which are very hard to be met with, can 
be any ways ſerviceable in this Reſpe & it 
will fully anſwer the End propoſed by col- 


lecting them. As for what regards later 


Times, and more eſpecially the preſent 
Circumſtances of Things, they are to be 


found in many modern Pamphlets pub- 
liſhed within theſe three Years, ſeveral of 


them written with great Spirit and Know- 
| ledge, as alſo in the Papers written upon 
this Head in the Gazetteer, General Eve- 
ning, Gentleman's and London Magazines, 
the Weſtminſter Journal, and other Perio- 


dical Works, which may be eaſily referred 


to, and which are the proper Supplements 
to eſe Introductory Treatiſes. 
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| John Ke eymer” IJ 


JoBSERVATION | 


Made upon the 


L UT CH FISHING, | 


About the Year 1601. 


DemonsTRATING, . 


3 Y That theres] is more Wealth raiſed out of He R- 

1 RINGS, and other Fish in his Majeſty” s Seas, 

7 | by the neighbouring Nations, in one Year, i 
than the King of Spain hath from the Indies 


in four, 

| A ND 
it there are twenty thouſand Ships and other Veſſels, „ 
and about four hundred thouſand People then ſet on 
Work by Sea and Land, and maintained only by Fiſh- 
ing upon the Coaſt of England, Scotland, and Ire- 
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Keymer” 8 


| OBSERVATION 


Made re, the 


DUTCH FisHING, Ge. 


\ EING defirous to look into the 
World, to get Knowledge for my 
Country's Good, I travelled France, Ger- 


many, and diverſe other Places and free States. 


I found in Lubeck ſeven hundred great 
Ships; in Hamburgh about fix hundred; 
Embden, lately a Fiſher-Town, within the 


Memory of Man not known to have ſixty 


Ships, hath fourteen hundred, almoſt as 
many as belong to all England; Holland, not 
ſo big as one of your Majeſty's Shires, eigh- 


teen Miles long and five broad, hath belong- 


ing to it thirty walled Towns, four hundred 
Villages, and twenty thouſand Sail of Ships 
and Hoys, which is more than England, 
France, Sparn, Portugal, Laß, Scotland, 
B 2 5 Denmark, 
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tions, ſet on work in his Majeſty's Seas 


about taking thoſe innumerable Riches af | [ 


Herrings and other Fiſh, which offer them- 


ſelves to his Majedy 8 Kun above al! 


Nations a 


Denmark, Poland, Sweden, and Rufſia, q 
have all put together, and builds every Year 
a thouſand new Ships ; having in their Soil 
neither Matter to build them, nor Merchan- 
dize to ſet them forth. Standing in Admi- 
ration how this might be, I traced the Coun- | 
tries twice over, from Town to Town, and 
: from thence along his Majeſty's Sea Coaſts of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, whereIfound 
not only an Indian Fleet of forty or fifty 
Sal, with five or fix thouſand People yearly 
employed in this your Shipping, one of the 
greateſt Sea-Buſineſſes of the World, but at 
the leaſt twenty thouſand Sail, and above 
four hundred thouſand Perſons of all Na- 
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The Hollanders have above four thouſand 8 


one hundred fiſhing Ships and Veſſels, 


Whereof one hundred Dogger Boats, ſeven 
. hun- 


Ws) 


kkidleed Pinks and Well-Boats, ſeven * 
dred Strand-Boats, four hundred Evers, and 
four hundred Galliots, Drivers and Tod- 
7 Boats, and twelve hundred Buſſes. Since I 
_ KH dollicited this, to have two hundred Buſles 
_ HW built for England, the Hollanders have 
made eight hundred new Buſſes more, in 
all belonging to Holland four thouſand one 
hundred Dae and other fiſhing Ok 


The fifteen hundred Strand-Boats, vers, 
A Galliots, Drivers, and Tod-Boats, fiſh upon 
their own Coaſts, and every one of them ſets 
on Work one other Veſſel, to fetch Salt and 
tranſport Fiſh into other Countries; ſo are 
there three thouſand Veſſels and forty thou- 
ſand Perſons employed and maintained by 
2 upon their own Coaſts. 


The ſeven inde Pinks and Well-Boats, 
from ſixty to one hundred Ton apiece, Dog- 
ger-Boats, of about one hundred and fifty 
Tons apiece, do fiſh altogether upon the 
Coaſts of England and Scotland, for Cod 
and 


(6 ). 
and Ling only, and every « one of theſe do ſet 
on work one other Veſſel, to fetch Salt and 
tranſport Fiſh into other Countries after they 


are brought into their own Countries out of 


his Majeſty's Seas. 


The two thouſand Buſles, from ſixty to 
one hundred and two hundred Ton apiece, 
are employed only for the Herrings about 


| Baughamneſs in Scotland, all along the ⁵ 


_ Coaſts of England to the Thames Mouth, 
from June to November, twenty-ſix Weeks; 

and one of their great Buſſes do take eight, 
twelve, or twenty Laſts of Herrings at a 
Draught in one Night, and carries into their 


own Country, forty, fifty, or one hundred 
Laſts in a Buſs. And our Fiſhing con- 


tinueth but ſeven Weeks, with ſmall Cray- 
ets and Cobles, from five to ten or twenty 
Tons; when the Herrings come Home to 
our own Road ſtead, and we take one, two, 
or three Laſts in a Night, and when we 
bring home ſeven, it is a great Wonder. 


Be- 


(7) 
Beſide the Number taken by their two 


Z thouſand Buſſes, the Hollanders have above 
four hundred other Veſſels, called Gaynes 


and Evers, which do take Herring at Yar- 


mouth, and there ſell them and carry away 
ready Money; they have yet five hundred 


other Ships, uſually trading every Year to 


London, with Cod and Ling taken in his 
Majeſty's Seas, as alſo other Parts of Eng- 


land, and here ſell them, and carry away 


moſt fine Gold, which is made into baſe 
Gold beyond Seas, a great Hurt to the 


Wealth and Strength of our Land, and 


HFinderance to Navigation and Mariners, 


and Employment of the Poor of this Na- 
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The Hollanders have made a Law in their 


| FM own Country, that we ſhall fell no white 
F Herrings nor other Fiſh there upon Pe- 


nalty of Confiſcation ; ; | becauſe they will 


have no other Nation to ſerve their Country 


with Fiſh but what they take themſelves, 


as well for the Encreaſe, as Maintenance of 


Na- 
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that we ſhall (ell no Herrings there, before 
their Buſſes be come from F iſhing and have 
ſold all theirs. Thus they take Herrings in 
his Majeſty's Seas, and make Laws to croſs 


the . cheir Ships and Mariners. 


(twelve Barrels to the Laſt) which are ſold 


Laſt, the Fiſherman's Price, which amoun- 
teth to three millions and fix hundred thou- 
ſand Pounds. The Merchants tranſport and | 


| land, Denmark, Liefland, Ruſſia i Sweden, 
: G germany, Brabant, Flanders, France, Luke- 
land, ſome into England, and other Parts ; 


Navigation and ſettin g their People on work. 
Hamburg likewiſe hath made an Order, | 


and hinder us in our own Sales, for the en- 
riching and ſtrengthening themſelves, = 


The Hollanders do take, in the Time of 
twenty-ſix Weeks, with two thouſand Buf- 
ſes, about three hundred thouſand Laſts 


to the Merchants at ten or twelve Pound the 


ſell them into Pomerland, Spruceland, Pe- 


and ſo ſell them from ſixteen to eighteen, | 
twenty, thirty, and thirty-ſix Pounds the 


K 
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(9) 


Laſt and more; which 1 cannot eſteem to 
be ſold for leſs than five millions of Pounds : 


3 All this Benefit they make yearly of Her- 
5 h taken out of his Majeſty” s Seas. 


Beſides the Buſſes of France, Hamburgh, 
and Embden, the Hollanders, with their two 
thouſand Buſſes, do get the Start of us for 
the Herring Fiſhing nineteen Weeks, and 


4 | every Buſs doth take herſelf twice or thrice 


full, and they do ſerve near twenty King- 
doms, Dukedoms, and free States, in the 
Eaſt and North-Eaſt Regions, before, our 


great Fiſhing begins at Tarmouth. And be- 
fore our Fiſhing be ended, the Sound, and 
1 the Rivers that Way, are frozen, ſo we can- 
” | 4 not paſs or find vent into thoſe Places. 


For Cod and Ling, they ſend forth about 
one thouſand Sail, from fifty to one hundred 


Tons apiece, every Ship making four or 


five, and ſome fix Voyages, in a Year, 
where our ſmall Crayets ſeldom make two 


Voyages. Which huge Quantity of Fiſh _ 


 & and 


(191 

and Herrings taken in his Majeſty's Seas, 
they carry into their own Country, and af- 
terwards, by their own Shipping, tranſport 

them into foreign Kingdoms, ſo much ta 
their exceeding Advantage, that in ſhort 

Time they will be able to eat all our Ship- | 
ping out at Sea, as may be conjectured by 1 
their former Increaſe in ſo few Vears. 


Beſides the principal Adventurers, I no- 

ted that thouſands of Men, their Sons, 

5 Daughters, and Maid Servants, which take 1 
forty Shillings or three Pounds Wages i in a 4 
Year, ſome of them have five Pounds, ten 4 
4 Pounds, and twenty Pounds Adventure and 8 4 
more in the Buſſes; whereby they grow ta 1 
great Wealth before they come to be mar- 
ried, beſides the Men Servants. 
The Return of Merchandize, Wares and I 
Coin, for Herrings and other Fiſh out of 3 
other Countries, is ſo great, that it maketh F 
the Bank for Coin, and Staple for all Kind 
of Merchandize in Holland, where nothing 
groweth but a few Hops, Madder and Cheeſe; 
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(1) 
ſo they make the Commodities of other 
Kingdoms ſerve their Turns to ſet their 
Ships and People on Work, wherewith they 
W enrich and ſtrengthen themſelves, to the 
3 | Admiration of all Nations. The States of 
Bolland receive more Duties and Cuſtoms 
I for Laſts of Herrings, Fiſh, and other Pro- 
q fits, inwards and outwards, in one Year, 
chan all the Cuſtoms of England come unto 
in two Years. There was paid above three 
hundred thouſand Pounds fourteen Years 
3 paſt, beſides the Cuſtom of all other Mer- 
chandize for Exciſes, Licences, vs: | 
4 and Laſtnge. | 55 


It is moſt evidently true, that his Majeſty's 
Seas are far richer than the King of Spain's 
Indies; and there is more made of Fiſh, 
taken by the French, Biſcayners, Portugueſe, 

= Spaniards, Hollanders, Hamburghers, Bre- 
3 mers, Embdeners, Scottiſh, Iriſh, and Eng- 

i in one Year, than the King of Spain 
hath in four Years out of the Indies; for 
there are about twenty thouſand Ships and 

C 2 Veſſels, 
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Perſons ſet on Work, and maintained only 


by the Fiſhing upon the Coaſts of England, 1 
Scotland, and Ireland. Such an excellent ä 


Jewel have neighbourin g Princes and States 


upon his Majeſty's Seas 


There were in Holland one hundred and 


twenty-ſix thouſand Mariners twenty Years 


paſt, ſince which Time their Shipping and 


0 Mariners are mightily increaſed, every Town 


is grown as great again as they were before 
the Wars, and beautified with an infinite 


Number of ſumptuous Buildings, enriched 
with all Kinds of Merchandizes and Coin; 


and where they had but one Haven in a 
Town before the Wars, they have now two | 


or three, and yet not able to hold their £ Ships 
if they were all at Home at one Time; 


and they employed daily much of their 


Studies to open the Gap of Traffick and to 
make Fulneſs of Trade, becauſe it maketh 
a rich Commonwealth; and they ſpare 
for no coſt, nor deny any Privileges that 

may 


= | | ( l 3 ) 
C may advance Trade, and defend them from 
1 their Enemies, n they * greatly. 


= Theſe . are ſent Souchward by 
twenty, thirty, or forty Laſts in a Ship, and 
1 | make rich Return for Herrings, with Oil, 
3 | Wine, Prunes, Honey, Wool, and ſuch 
1 like Commodities, as France, Spain, and 
3 Portu ge! 820 with much Coin. 


Fe or the . theyl wad lixty or S 
Laſt of Herrings, making up their Lading 
3 with French and Lalian Merchandize, which 
1 they brought home for Herrings; and re- 
turn for Herrings from the Eaſt Countries, 
Corn, Wax, Flax, Hemp, Pitch, Tar, 
Soap-aſhes, Iron, Copper, Deal, Clap- 
board, Wainſcot, Maſts, Timber for Hou- 
ſes, Shipping, Waterworks, Pol iſh Dollars, 
and JAE Gullders: L bas 


3 * River of 9 towards Wee ee 
fel, and Cologn, and Frankfort, other Veſ- 


ſels, called Lurdains, drawn up with Hor- 


ſes, 


(14) 
ſes, containin g three, four hundred, and 1 
| ſome five and fix hundred Tons apiece. The 
Skippers have no other Houſes, with their | 
Wives and Children to dwell i in, and are 
born in them and go always with them 
The Veſſels carry up fifty or ſixty Laſts of 
 Herrings apiece, and barrelled Fiſh, and 
Store of Salt upon Salt; returning for the 
ſame Commodities Iron, Steel, Glaſs, Mill- 
Stones, Rheniſh Wines, Battery Plate for 3 
5 Harneſs, with other Munition ; Silks, Vel- 
vets, Buratees, Raſh, Fuſtians, and other 
Commodities from Franckfort Mart, and 
other Places of Germany, as thoſe Parts 
| yield Store of Caſſiars, Guilders, and rich or 
Rix Dollars. The fame Kind of Veſſels paſs | 
up to Lukeland i in like Sort, and theſe make 1 | 
but one 1 in a x Year, but very rich. 


1 
1 


To Brabant and Flanders they load twen- 
ty and thirty Laſts of Herrings in a Ship, J 
returning for the ſame moſt part Coin, 
ſome Quanity of Tapeſtry, _ and mm 
Hops. : ; 
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1 
_ 
£3 


Beſides, of theſe Herrings and Fiſh taken 
in his Majeſty's Seas and none other, are 
vendedin great Abundance i into Grecia, Alex- 
andria, Venice, Leghorn, and all over the 
Mediterranean Seas, and other Parts, even 
as far as Brazil. © 


SW -- 


Into the Eaſt Kingdoms and Dukedoms 
che Hollanders vend above one hundred 
: 4 thouſand Laſts i in a Year, and we not eighty | 
" WV Laſts. At Roar this laſt Year we had not 
I eighty Laſt, and the Hollanders had and ſold | 
chere three thouſand Laſts, and ſo in other 
Parts accordin gly. 


Thus are we eaten out of Trade, and the 
Bread taken out of our Mouths in our own 
Seas, and the great Cuſtom carried from his 
Majeſty's Coffers to foreign Princesand States, 

by the Greatneſs oftheir Buſſes and the Mul- 
titudes they take nineteen Weeks before our 


great Fiſhing begins at Yarmouth ; and our 
Fiſhing laſteth but ſeven Weeks, with ſmall 
Crayets 


(16) 

Crayets and Cobles, where their Buſles con- 1 
tinue the Herring — es: ek Weeks 3 
together. 7 


So it appears how they make the Com- I 
modities of other Nations ſerve their turns 
to enrich themſelves, and encreaſe their E 
Shipping and Mariners, and to ſet their People 

on Work to good Benefit; to enlarge their 

Cities and Towns, and to ſtrengthen and I b: 
fortify themſelves exceedingly ; - and what 1 
an infinite Store of Wealth they bring i into F | 

that ſmall Country, having ſo ſlender a Foun- 3 
dation as Fiſhermen, | 1s admirable to be- 3 
hold! ! I 


Thus they make their Landmen Seamen, 1 
their Seamen Fiſhermen, their Fiſhermen 1 
8 Mariners, Mariners Merchants, and of their L 
Merchants Stateſmen, to govern and make 
their Country 22525 by their long if l 


rience. | 
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XZ It followeth, that one Buſs of one hun- 
4 | dred or eighty Tons employeth three Ships, 
4 ſets on Work and maintaineth, both at Sea 
and Land, above four hundred Perſons, and | 
thirty ſeveral Trades and Occupations, thus 
it may evidently appear how the one thou- 
3 | ſand Sail of Pinks, W Well-Boats, and Dog- 
3 ger-Boats, and their two thoufand great 
9 Buſſes do ſet on Work two hundred thou- 
Z ſand Perſons, and ſeven thouſand two hun- 
dred Sail of Ships of the Hollanders, by | 
3 fiſhing upon his Majeſty's 8 Coaſts. 


Firſt, the ſets on Work i in her own Hull, S 
within herſelf, of Mariners and F hermen, 


forty. 

SGecondly, ſhe employeth | three Ships be- 
ſides herſelf; one to fetch home Salt into 
IJ their own Country, another to carry forth 
Barrels and Salt into her at Sea, and to bring 
her Herrings back into her own Country, 
and the third to tranſport Herrings beyond 
che Scas ; and | in three Ships and Buſſes, one 


D 1 85 


618) N | 
hundred Mariners are employed. Thus 23 
=: are. three Ships and one hundred Perſons 1 
'; Fil : buſied at Sea by one Buſs. 


Thirdly, at Land, of Rings * Hemp- 
whos to make Cables and Cordage, like- 
wiſe Yarn, Twine and Thread, for the mak- * 
ing of Nets and Lines, Weavers to make F 
Sail Cloth, Viewers, Packers, Tellers, Dreſ- ® 
ſers, Couchers to make the Herrings lawful 4 

Go Merchandize, Tanners to tan their Nets - 4 
and Sails, Saltmen to make Salt upon Salt, 1 
Coopers in great Abundance to make Bar- 
rels; Blocks and Bowl-makers for Ships, 
Porters, Keelmen, Lightermen, and La- 

bourers, to be employed in carrying and re- 
moving; as alſo Hewers and Squarers of 3 
Timber, Sawyers of Planks, Carpenters, 1 
Shipwrights, Smiths, Sledgmen, Carmen, I 
Boatmen, Brewers, Bakers, and a Number 3 
of other Perſons, too tedious to repeat. Of 
the Saleſmen and the Mariners, with diverſe ; 
others depending upon this unſearchable 
Buſineſs, there cannot be leſs then two hun- 
- dred; | 
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hundred ; fo chat An the former there are 
three hundred Perſons and three r (et. 
on Work 1 one Buſs. 


And yet, beides al theſe tes wank: they 
have their Wives, Children, and Families, 
hardly to be numbered, that neither do nor 
can work, and yet are maintained and live 
3 wealthily out of this one Buſs ; the Mer- 
Z Chants, Saleſmen, Owners of Ships, Maſ- 
ters, Mariners, and Fiſhermen, cannot de- 
8 * | 07 this. | 


"HAM 
9 _y 


1 We ſeen, of Bagh ſh, Suti b. French, 
Hollanders, Embdeners, Bremeners, Ham- 
burgbers, and others, near three thouſand 

Sail, fiſhing at one Time upon the Coaſt of 
Scotland, Shetland, Orkney, Caffney, North. 
ure, F e. and diverſe other Places. 


© | 
er All as Buſſes of de | . Eb- 
Jf 


den and Hamburg h, have their firſt Lading of 
Herrin gs, near Baughawanes, (Buchanneſs) 
and above one thouſand Sail of Pinks, Well- 

D + = + _ 
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Boats, Dogger-Boats, take Cod, Ling, and 
other Fiſh there. Furthermore, all the great 
Staple Ling, called Holland Ling, taken 
only by the Hollanders, are gotten about 
theſe Iſles, wherewith _ ſerve all c 
tendom. 


From the Staple near Berwick, all along 
the Coaſt of England to the Thames Mouth, 
are innumerable Shoals and Variety of Fiſh 
| befides the Multitude of Cod, Ling, and 
Herring, as Mackerels, Whitings, Had- 
docks, Soals, Thornback, Flaik, Scate, 
Brett, Gurnet, Turbut, Plaice, Con ger, 
Buffs, and others innumerable. 


3 From the Thames Mouth, al along the 
Coaſt of Kent, Suſſex, and Hampſhire, 
Wiltſhire, and Dorſetſhire, not ſuch Store 
of Cod, Ling, and Herrings, yet the ke 
Variety of other Fiſh, and more, as the 
Eyes of the Fiſhmongers of London, the 
Country, and their Fiſhermen can teſtify. 


W254 
* 


3 | Cornwall, are exceeding great Shoals, and 
43 | Variety of Fiſh, with Pilchards and Her- 
rings: The laſt Year, in June, ſuch Mul- 
titudes of Herrings came ſo near the Shore 
of Claverly Key, and all over thoſe Places, | 
"I that the People went with but ſmall Pro- 
viſion of Nets, and took and drew them up 
the Land in ſuch Plenty, that they were fold 
for four Shillings the Thouſand, which is 


2. 
Ts 
— _ 
_ 
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Upon all the Coaſts of Devenſtire, and 


the Number in a Barrel; and were ſuch Store, 


that they gave them to their Hogs to eat, 
and buried the reſt i in the Ground, for lack | 


of Salt and Barrels to preſerve them. 


Alſo : about twenty Miles from thence 


there was abundance of Herrings ſpread the 


Seas, but the People took no more than they 


could ſpend preſently, for lack of Proviſion 


to take and preſerve them, of which there : 
| is 8 cat Want about ig ET 
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From the Mouth of the Severn round 
about the Coaſt of Wales, Holyhead, W eft- 
Chefter, Liverpool, Mull e along the ' Coaſts 
| of England to Scotla Ather 


8 4 * þ «as * 


1 o * 


All over oh Coaſts of Ireland, Gallway, 
2 and the Coaſts of Connaught to Bali iſ- 
hannon, the Band, and the North of Ire- 
land, Long ford, Carri ck ergus and Strong. 

; ford, there is. Store and Variety « of Fiſh, be- 
ſides the Multitude of Cods, Lings, Her- 
rings, Salmon, Scals, Forpoiſcs, Whirlpool 
and Dog iſn. 


* 


We 


— 


i * Mouth 4 Treland, __ far from 
Devel, there are ſuch Multitude of Her- 
rings, that it is hardly to be believed, ſo big 
and large, that three Herrin gs make a Vard 2 
in Length. From Carling ford to, Dundalk, | 
the Bay of Dublin and Warford, W, ater- 
Ford, Bear- Haven, Brook-Haven, and fo 


round 


* (23) 


round about the Coaſt of Ireland the like 


Variety and * iſh in Abundance. 


The F reach, A ollanders, Embideners, Bre- 


meners, Hamburghers, and others, fiſh upon 


the Coaſt of England, 5 cotland, and Ireland, 


and this f 18 the Difference between them and 


us, they go forth in June to ſeek the Shoalss 
of Herrings, and having found them, 
1 | dwell amon oft them, coming along with 
E + them until N ovember, taking them in great 
q | Abundance ; and we ſtay till the Herrings 
* I come Home to our own Coaſt, and ſome- 
: times ſuffer them to paſs by us before we 


look out, and ſo loſe God's Bleſſings. 


All theſe Nations do beat upon his Ma- 
jeſty's Coaſts for Fiſh with great Ships, take 
and carry away incomputable Riches ; when 
our little Boats, Crayets and Cobles dare not 
look out at Sea but in fair Weather, for Bp 
& foul Weather the Sea ſwalloweth them up, 
neither dare they fiſh far from the Shore in 


fair 
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fair Weather, their Boats are ſo ſlender and 


flight. 


The People of Ireland and round about 


the Coaſts of England, after they have been 
at Sea, and brought home their Veſſels full 
of Fiſh, will not go to Sea again for more 
till thoſe be ſpent and they i in Debt, ſo that 1 
Neceſſity compels them, unleſs it be ſome 


few, and they proſper z z yet they are loth to 


take too much, leſt it ſhould be too cheap, for 
they never ſeek 


ut Markets but their 


own, and our Fi lermen go to Sea over 


Night, to take Fiſh to ſerve the Markets 
the next Day, and ſome at three o'Clock I 
in the Morning go to fetch Fiſh, and yet 3 


return Home at nine o Clock the ſame 
Morning to ſerve their Market with their 
Boats full laden with Cod and Lin g and 


other Fiſh, and then to the Alehouſe drink- 
ing Day and Night, till all be ſpent and 


they in Debt, and can be no longer truſted, 
and then to Sea again for more. This is the 
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Lifs of theſe People, in a Country where 
great Riches are to be gotten. 


Such an exvellent Benefit hath God ſent 


his Majeſty and his Kingdoms, as, let all the 
3 | Kingdoms in Chriſtendom be put together, 


they are not able to compare with the Fiſh- 


ing upon theſe Coaſts, nor yet the Spaniſh 
Indies: 1 ſpeak knowingly. 


„Ai den lot all tha bins of thefs 


2} Kingdoms, as Lead, Tin, Iron, Copper, Al- 
lum; yea, Cloth and Wool, be put together, 
yet the Fiſhing will do more good to his 


Majeſty's Kingdoms than all theſe, in the 
four following Points. 


Firſt, for the nnn VIII 
and Increaſe of N avigation and Mariners, 


which hath ever been held a Lu Jewel 
for England. 


© | 1 in bringing in to His Majeſty 
ud Kingdoms, great Riches of All Kinds, 


E and 


( 34 ) 
and making ſuch Strength of Ships and 


Mariners as will make all Nations in the 
World to vail the Bonnet to England. 


Thirdly, for the bringing in and making 
Employment for all People, both young and 
old, for the keeping of them from Beg- 
ging and Stealing, and other Diſorders : 3 

And hereby his Majeſty ſhall make exceed- 3 
ing great Trade and Traffic within this Land 3 

and upon the Seas, as the like hath never 


been effected by me King of England for 
: the 1 Good. 


binn Ge the bringin g in and i making 2 3 


all Things plenty, and cauſing many Store- 


Houſes to be erected in England and filled 


full of Fiſh, to ſerve ourſelves, and trany- 


port into other Kingdoms ; like as Black- 4 
well-Ha Il in London, and other Places in 3 
England, are filled with Cloth, which con- ; 
tinually are emptied, and yet are always 1 


99) 
It is moſt evidently true (God be thanked) 5 


3 | that there is Fiſh and Herring enough and 
vent enough for us all, if we had & many 
X Buſles as they, for the twenty hundred 
I great Buſſes belonging to Holland, France, 

= Embden and Hamburgh, and above two 
hundred new Buſſes which they build and 
JY increaſe yearly, all not able to ſerve Chriſ- 
IF tendom with Fiſh and Herrings ; they are 
| Z ſcarce and dear in moſt Foreign Kingdoms; 
in Lent and afterwards, few or none to be 
7 had till Auguf: For in the Eaſt and North- 
43 | Eaſt Regions, and ſo in moſt foreign King- 
doms and Dukedoms, the Herrings are 
4 every Day's Meat, Winter and Summer, as 
3 well to make them drink, as to ſuffice their 
Appetites ; in ſuch exceeding Requeſt are the 
Herrings, that there is a great Demand for 
them in all Parts through Chriſtendom, and 
in the Heathen Countries; ſo that if we had 

firſt twenty Score Buſſes and could increaſe 
chem to twenty hundred, yet is their Vent 1 
enough and Herrings enough ſor us all to take 
—_ his Majeſty s Coaſt ; God continue it. 
* 2 And 


_ 
-— —=_ 
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And for as much as God hath ſent this 
excellent Bleſſing to his Majeſty above all 
other Kings, and that this huge Quantity 

of Fiſh and Herrings do offer themſelves 
to his Majeſty's Kingdoms beyond all Na- 
tions, and that it is manifeſt, that the 
Trade of Fiſhing is Work-Maſter to all 7 
other Trades, and by that Means the Dutch 3 
increaſe their Farthings to Pounds, and their 1 | 
Poundsto Thouſands; and what Fruitfulneſs 7 
0 is in their Country? and not a Beggar there, 3 
every one gettin g his own Living, 18 admi- 
rable to behold; that the poor Man, tho' he 4 
be blind and have but one Hand, will get 1 
his own Living ſitting on a Seat, with 3 
| Knitting and making of Nets and Hooks ; 3 
every Boy and Wench, from ten and twelve 4 
Years and upwards, will get their own Liv- | 
ing by winding Hemp, ſpinning Yarn, 1 
making Twine and Thread for Nets. 80 4 
Idlencſs, Beggars, and Penury, will be Ml 
driven out of this Land, by commodious | 
Conſtitutions, as in other Places they do, M 
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| rann, is very well lituated to 
procure its Food out of the Sea, 
which is a common Element; - it lies not 


only on a Strand, rich of Fiſh, near the 


„ 


cured, but alſo near the Herring Fiſhery, 


Great-Britain, viz. from St. John's to St. 
Fames's about Schetland, Pharil, and Bock- 


! os 


Dogger-Sand, where Haddock, Cod, and 
Ling may in great Abundance be taken and 


which is only to be found on the Coaſt of 


neſs ; from St. Fames's to the Elevation of 
„ __ "the 
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the Croſs, about Bockneſs, or r Sevenaie, from I 
the Elevation of the Croſs to St. Katherine's i 
in the deep Water Eaſtward of Yarmouth 4 
And this Herring Fiſhing, which it is naw |! 
two hundred and fifty Years ago ſince Wil- 4 
liam Beakelſon of Biervliet firſt learged to 


gill, falt, and pack them up in Barrels, toge- 4 
ther with the Cod Fiſhery, is become ſo 3 
effectual a Means of Subſiſtance for theſe 1 


Lands, and eſpecially ſince ſo many neigh- : 
bouring Nations, by Reaſon of their Reli- 


gion, are obliged upon certain Days and 


Weeks of the Year wholly to refrain 
from Eating of Fleſh ; that the Hallan- 7 
ders alone do fiſh, in a Time of Peace, 23 
with more than a” thouſand: Buſſes, from 4 
twenty-four. to thirty Laſts Burden” each, 
and with above one hundred and twenty 


. ſmaller Veſſels that Fiſh for Herrings at che J 


; Mouth of the 2 exel : 80 that thoſe thou- 


ſand Buſſes, being ſet to Sea for a Year, 8 


a wherein they make three Voyages, do coſt 4 
above ten Millions of Guilders, "accounting 

only the Buſs with i its * ackle at four thou- : 
land 4 ö 


7 (35) 

fand five hundred and fifty Guilders, and the 
I ſetting forth to Sea, five thouſand five hun- 
J dred Guilders, there remaining nothing of 


all its Victuals and Furniture the ſecond 
Vear, but the bare Veſſel, and that much 


8 tattered, needing great Repara- 


5 be yearly forty thouſand Laſts of Her- 
rings, counting them at leaſt worth two 
hundred Guilders per Laſt, they would 
b 1 yield in Holland more than eight Millions 
2 | of Guilders. 


this Country, we can fail thither in fix or 


Returns thereof, depending on Navigation 


--V that if theſe thouſand Buſſes 


And Sg that of | a Men have "FL . 
to make very much Uſe of Whale Oil and 
Whale Fi ins, which are taken to the North- 
ward, not far from us, in ſo much that with 
Sourherly Winds, which are common in 


eight Days: The Trade of Fiſhing and | 
Salt may eaſily be fixed and ſettled with 
us for to fix thoſe Fiſheries, and ſeveral Ma- 


nufactures, and conſequently the Trade and 


E 23 and 


| 
] 
{ 
i 


? 
1 


636 
and Ships let out to Freight, we ought duly 
to conſider that the greateſt Difficulty for 


ſo innumerable a People to fubſiſt on their 
own Product proves the moſt powerful 


Means to attract all foreign Wares into 
Holland, not only to ſtore them up there, 

. and afterwards to carry them up the Coun- 
try by the Maere, Waal, Uſel and the Rhine 
(making together one River) to very many 
Cities, Towns and People lying on the Side 
of them, the moſt conſi derable in the 
World for Conſumption of Merchandize . 3 
but alſo to conſume the ſaid im ported Goods, 2 
or to have them manufactured: It being 3 
well known, that no Country under Hea- 4 
ven, of ſo ſmall a Compaſs, has ſo many 3 
People and Artificers as We have ; to which 4 
may be added, that no Country in the 
World is ſo wonderfully divided with Rivers 
and Canals, whereby Merchandize may be 
carried up and down with ſo little Charge. 


1 
1 


Emanuel van Meteren ſays, that in the 
The of three Days, in the Year 1601, 
thers 3 


(37 


_ 


fifteen hundred Buſſes for theHerrin g fiſhing ; 


43 what the Engliſh Authors mention, vizs 
| } Gerard Malines in his Lex Mercatoria, 
and Sir V. alter Raleigh, and which Lieven 


nn ſome Meaſure confirm, viz. That there 
are yearly taken and ſpent by the Hollanders 
more than three hundred thouſand Laſts of 


out of theſe Countries. For fince the 
I Greenland Company, or to expreſs myſelf 
better, the monopolizing Grant thereof 


open in common, that F iſhery i is increaſed 
from one to ten: So that when we reckon 


| there failed out of Holland to the Eaſtward | 
3 7 between eight and nine hundred Ships, and 


which is eaſy to believe, if we may credit 
van Aitzma, Anno 1653, Page 863. doth 


0 I Herrings and other ſmall Fiſh: And that 
the Whale Fiſhing to the N Githwurd takes 
up above twelve thouſand Men, which fail 


g 2 r 
— . aa Eos... <omz it WS Got . 


was annulled, and the Whale F iſhing ſet 


that all theſe fiſhing Veſſels are built here at 
4 home, and the Ropes, Sails, Nets and 
Cafks made here, and that Salt is furniſhed 
[ from hence ; we e may eaſily i imagine, that 


there 
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chere muſt be an incredible Number of Peo- 
pl that live by this Means; elpecially when 
we e add, that all theſe Peop le muſt have 
we at, Drink, Cloaths, . and —_ and 
2 that the Fiſh when caught i is tranſported by 1 
che Hollanders i in their Veſſels. thro' the 1 
whole World. And indeed if that be true 1 
which. Sir ) Walter Rale eigh (who made dili- 3 
gent Enquiry thereinto ir in the Year 1618 to 41 
inform King, Fames « of it) affirms, that the | 3 
Pollanders fiſhed on the Coaſt of Great || 
Britain with no lefs than three thouſand 3 
$ Ships, and if by. - thouſand Men 3 and that 4 
they, employed and ſet to Sea, to mas. 
and ſell the Fiſh ſo taken, and to make Re- 
turns thereof, nine thouſand Ships more, 
| and one hundred and fifty thouſand Men | 
beſides and if we hereunto add what be 4 
faith farther, vis, that twenty Buſſes do 
maintain eight thouſand People, and that |? 
the Hollanders had in all no leſs than twenty | 
thouſand Ships at Sea; as alſo, that their I 
F iſhing, Navigation, and Traffic by Sea, with 
its Depender ncies ſince that Time, to the | 
| Year 
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Vear 1667, is increaſed to one third more : 
| | I fay if that be ſo, we may then eaſily con- 
XZ clude, that the Sea is a ſpecial Means of 
Holland's Subſiſtance; ſeeing Holland by 

this Means alone yields by its own Induſtry 
above three hundred thouſand Laſts of Salt 
FJ Fiſh. So that if we add to this, the Whale 

| Fin, and Whale Oil, and our Holland Ma- 
nufactures, with that which our own Rivers 
afford us, it muſt be confeſſed that no Coun- 


try in the World can make fo many Ships 


Laading of Merchandize by their own In- 
3 * as the Province of Holland alone. 
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Briefly laying open, not only the Advantage 
and Facility of the Undertaking, but 
likewiſe the abſolute Neceſſity of it, in 
order to the Well-being both of King 8 
and „ | 


Aﬀerted and ind W om all Were 
Otzedions. 


by * L"ESTRANGE 


LoNDO0ON, 1674, 
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Fiſhing alſo in the Groſs, I have diligently 
I could meet upon that Subject, and I find 


Propoſitions, 


EIN G to treat of the Fiſhery, and 
more particularly of the Herring Fiſh- 
ing; tho I reckon upon the Cod and Ling 
peruſed, extracted, and digeſted whatever 


that my Diſcourſe will fall under theſe three 


G 2 III. 


n That i it hes Geer for the Subjects of | | 


his Majeſty of Great Bri tain than for | 
_ the Hollanders, 


1. ue — ® 
+ 


_ 


Il. That if it be encouraged and efta- | 3 I 
—bliſhed, it will prove the Foundation f : 
. of an ample and laſting Revenue to 1 
| the Crown, and of Wealth and Prof- | N 
perity to the Nation. Nay, if it ſhould 

turn to Loſs inſtead of Profit, it would | 
ſtill abundantly a anſwer the Expence in 
the Conſequence, being g an Undertakin g Ef 
not only of common Benefit, but | | 

4 ; the Caſe ſtands) of abſolute Neceflity, | | 1 
- the Safety and Well-being | both 9 : 

| King and * 


_—. 
_— 


is x T, be Fiftery 7s of great 2 paw? certain | 3 
* Aduantage. : 


| Touching the Ad of the Fiſhery, | 1 

1 pteſume there will be no Diſpute; ſince | 
it is granted on all Hands, that the Dutch 
Are beholden to it for the Riſe and Support | 1 


_.”- 
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of their Greatneſs, for their Ropybidan : 
abroad, and for their Strength at home; 
. inſomuch, that the Herring, Cod, and 
Ling, taken in his Majeſty's Seas by the 
Dutch and other Strangers, are valued Com- 
S munibus Annis at no leſs than ten Millions of 
Pounds Sterling, which Computation has 
been often publiſhed and conſtantly received 
for Current without Contradiction. 4 


; Il. The Fiſhery lies fairer for the Subjects 
, his Majeſty of Great Britain, than 
+ the H ollanders. 


As he 1 Fiſhery s very conſiderable, ſo it 
lies much fairer for us than for them, in re- 
gard that we have many Advantages toward 
it which the Dutch want, and that we hard- 
q ly want any thing which they have, favs 
only Induſtry, which may be eaſily pro- 
moted by good Order and Diſcipline. | 


| Firſt, we have the Fiſh upon our Coaſts 
«a might have ſaid upon our Shores) where, 


in 
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in caſe of Storm, unlading, taking in Pro- 
viſion, or the like, it is ſeldom above four 
or five Hours Work, and moſt commonly 
not ſo much, to recover a Harbour, and 
without any Loſs of Time, to refit and put 
to Sea again, whereas the Dutch have uſual- 
ly two hundred Leagues to fail before they 
come to their Fiſhing, and there they lie at 
the Mercy of the Winds, for want of a 
Port to friend, and in caſe of unlading, they 
have as far back again, which takes up a 
great deal of Time, hinders their Buſineſs, | 
and endangers the Loſs of their Markets. 
It is true, that they have their Gagers many 
times to take off their Fiſh at Sea, and re- 
furniſh them with Caſks and other Neceſ- 
faries ; but if it happens to be a rolling Sea 
they muſt lie ſtill and wait for a Calm; 
Whereas with us that are in Harbour, the 5 
Work of unlading, repacking, and ſending 
our Fiſh away to the firſt Market, goes on 
in all Weathers. So that in reſpect of the 
Nearneſs of the Fifhing we have much the 
better of them: And no leſs in the Com- 
modiouſneſs Y 


(497) 
modiouſneſs of our Ports and Creeks to re- 
ceive the B upon all Occaſions. 


5 {FI DR Charge of a albing Veſſel, with 
her Furniture, Tackle, Salt, Caſks and 
= Victuals, there is hardly any thing that be- 

| þ longs to it, except Pitch and Tar, which we 
| 3 have not of Our Own Gr owth ; | whereas the 
Dutch have little of their own towards it 


but cheeſe and Butter, which is  heaper 
With us too than with them. 


Now if the F iſhery be 10 pet 0 and 
lie ſo open to us that we may maſter it with 
3 lefs Expence, Difficulty, or Hazard than 
the Duzch, it is our own Fault if we do not 
improve it to the greateſt temporal Bleſſing 
| (perchance that- Providence ever beſtowed 
wo * e 


1 indeed will Sins it, that we want 
Men 3 ae that our Men will never r take 
| to it. 


To 


e 
To the firſt, I anſwer, under Favour, 
that we have Men enough, but they are 


idle, and live upon the Publick (to the shame 
of the Government) without any Return — . 


Labour and Induſtry for their Bread ; 
but theſe People be ſet to work upon a 
"RO and we ſhall have Hands to ſpare.” 2 


a. 4.4 - 5h 1 2 „ 


JL The bad POT 18 e 


at large, vis, That the Genius of this 
Nation will never endure the Hardſhips of 


that drool 


4 


To which! 1 FRY 925 the „ 011 7 go 
daily run greater Hazards, and ſuffer greater 
Hardſhips in other Voyages than they do in 
this; and that they are in a very many Caſes 


inured to harder Labour : For certainly the | 
working of a Mine is incompatably beyond 


that of a Buſs. But to come to the very Point 
itſelf; ſo far are the Engliſh tom an Aver- 
ſion to the Fiſhery, that they do apply them- 
ſelves to it; as Yarmouth and Scarborough, 


and indeed the whole Coaſt, will bear me 
wit- 


A 
by 
A 
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— kite. Bd 


| witneſs ; for fo ſoon as ever Harveſt is over 
(here the Herring Seaſon comes on) the 
Boys and Country Fellows preſently flock to 
the Coaſt to be hired into the Fiſhery, and 
upon Trial find it ſo much to their Lik- 


ing, that after the ſecond Voyage there is 
not one in twenty of them but takes to the 


Sea for good and all, without ever returning 8 


to his former Condition. 


Io make it yet clearer, it will not be 
amis to take this general Objection to Pieces, 
and diſtinctly to examine the ſeveral Diffi- 
culties that occur under the Notion of Hard- 
ſhips. For to ſay that the Engliſb will never 
do any thing, but where they may lie warm 


and dry; fill their Bellies and take their 


2 Eaſe ; and that the Hollanders will endure 
3 Hardſhips better than the Engliſh, will never 
carry the Queſtion : But I would fain know 
what Sort of Hardſhip it is (conducing to 
this Affair) wherein the Dutch go beyond 


us. 


H Are 


( 50.) 
400 Fe hardier to encounter e the Dan- 
* the Seas? Mo 


n+ 


In this Point we may appeal to every 
Day's Experience, and leave the 2 
World to judge 2 us. 


10 it the Hardſhip of - hing expoſed to 
cold Blaſts and Storms! Z 


3 Herein lies a Miſtake which I muſt con- 3 
feſs has gained ſome Credit, and it is worth |? 
the Pains to ſet it right. Be it known then, 
that the Herring Fiſhing in his Majeſty's 
Seas begins in June, and goes out in No- 3 
vember, and that for the firſt four Months | 1 
(which is the beſt Time both for Profit and | 
fair Weather) we never ſo much as look | 
after it, but fall i in upon the Winter Fiſhing 
from September to the End of November, 
which is the moſt tempeſtuous Seaſon of the 
whole Year; and then in January we fit 
out for the North Seas, and ſpend the re- 
— —— mainder 


(5) 
mainder of the Winter in all Extremities of 
Cold and Hardſhip. This is enough to 


ſatisfy any Man that our Skins are as good 
Proof 0 Wind and Weather as theirs. 


But 1 n ak it yet farther, Fan ory 


3 that the Winter Fiſhing would be too hard 
for us; what Excuſe have we now for not 
making our beſt of the Summer Fiſhing, 
which! is far 0. more e of the two? 


1 PROS the Harddhip of cools F eed- 


ing does not amount to much neither, tho 
I know great Streſs is laid upon it, how piti- 
fully their People fare, and that an Engii/b 
Body will never be able to live upon Dutch 
Diet. 3 


IH 631 it were, chat an Eig le Diet could 


not be had, and that: a Dutch one would 
not ſerve the turn, it were ſomething,” but 


that is not our Caſe; for here he that can- 


not feed upon the one, may have the other. 
And Tam perſuaded that the Work will go 
= . on 


(52) 

on with Peas and Bacon every jot as well 
as with Roots and Cabbage; not but that 
the Engliſh can bring their Stomachs down 
too, upon any honourable Occaſion, to the 
groſſeſt Food imaginable, as has been often 
| ſeen among the Beſieged in our late Trou- 
| bles : But they are too generous to mortify 
their Carcaſſes purely to fave their Purſes, 
| which in this Particular is the only Ground 
of Exception. It will augment the Charge, 
that is to ſay, whereas a Holland Buſs, after 
their Way of Victualling, clears about a 
| thouſand Pounds a Year, an Engliſh Buſs 
will not clear above nine hundred and ninety 
Pounds according to ours, which ten Pounds 
Difference I do only admit for Quiet ſake, 
and to ſhorten the Diſpute, as being the 
moſt that any Man can pretend to, and more 
too, in plain Terms, than the Matter will 
bear. For the Dutch Victualling is the 
ſame with ours, ſo far as to Beer, Biſcuit, 
Butter, and Cheeſe, all which we can lay 
in much cheaper than they: 80 that it is 
but adding the Charge of Peas and Bacon, 
which 
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which (take it at the worſt) comes but to 
ſome fifteen or ſixteen Pounds more, and 
& then, diſcounting for the other Victuals 
* which it faves, for the Difference of Prices, 
and for the Brandy which their People drink 
more than ours, and there is the Account. 


Beſides, the very ſuppoſal of paſſing from 
a good Diet to a bad is a very great Error, 
for the Countrymen that put themſelves in- 
do the Fiſhing, fare incomparably better at 
ea than ever they did at Land; for beſide 
te ordinary Proviſion which they carry to 
Sea, they feed upon the Fiſn they catch; 
which for Variety and Delicacy (being freſh 
taken) is a Treat beyond what is to be had 
at any Nobleman's Table aſhore, and im- 
proves them at ſuch a Rate, that of pitiful 
Weaklings at Land, they come in a Voyage 
or two to be mo ſtout, and healthful 
** 5 


a ae Objection raiſed from 
the Strictneſs of the States Government, 


of 


where 


© 

(where People muſt either work or ſtarve) 
which fays, that the Hardſhips of the Fiſh- 
ery are ſo great, that if it were not barely 
to keep Life and Soul together, no body 
would meddle with it, and that their Fiſh» 
ery is meerly 2 out of ſuch Sort of 
TO” | 
My Andie: is, firſt, that the F ounds- 

tion is a Miſtake, for it is already made 
plain, that there are no ſuch terrible Hard- 
ſhips. | Secondly, for Argument's Sake I will 
take all, for granted, as well the Hardſhips 


| | themſelves as the Neceſſities that make Peo- 


ple undergo them, let it be but agreed that 
by the Force of theſe Neceſſities the thing 
is done at laſt. For then by a ſtronger 
Reaſon it may be done by us, who have ten 
Men for their one, that have nothing to 
live upon but their Labour; Perſons that 
are ready to ſtarve for want of Work, when 
the Nation is almoſt undone for want of 
j _ SIS 0% % at 


T here 
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There are yet two Lions more in the 


Way; ; firſt our Herrings are in no Eſteem 


abroad, becauſe we have not the right Way 
of curing them. Secondly, we ſhall never 


make any thing of it, for the Dutch will 


underſell us by freighting cheaper, and 
conſequently beat us out of the Trade for 


want of Vent. 'To which 1 in Order. 


Firſt, T here are two Ways of ks 


1 


are gipped immediately upon the taking, 


1 and ſo barrelled up: The other at Land, 
where they are gipped and packed ſome 


Days after they are taken. Theſe we call 
Shore-made Herrings, and we know be- 
fore-hand, that one Barrel of the other 
(for Goodneſs) is worth a hundred of theſe, 
and that they will never take their Pickle 
kindly, unleſs their Throats be cut as ſoon 
as they are caught. So that it is a great 
Error to take a Shore-made Herring for a 


Trial of our Skill i in Curing. But for thoſe : 
we make at Sea, they are as good and as 


well 
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; eſteemed abroad as any Dutch n ; 
whatſoever ; and this very Year above two ; 
| hundred Barrels were ſold into the Eaſt 
Country, out of one ſmall Veſſel of ours, 
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at near four Pounds a Barrel. I wiſh we 


were not more to blame for not takin g them 
than for not curing them. But what if 4 
really we could not cure them ? Is it impoſ- | 
fible to learn * 4 


Dutch will beat us out of our Trade, is | N 
either of no Force at all againſt the Fiſhery, 1 
or it is much more forcible againſt the f 
Merchant and the Collier, for this Trade 4 
lies under our, Noſes, and more in our Power 1 
than any other : And to diſcourage our | 
Fiſhing upon this Conſideration, is all one, 


as to bid us quit all Navigation whatever, 


and leave ourſelves at the Hollanders Mercy, 
or in Effect, for a Prey to all Comers. And 
then to fear the Want of Vent, is to imagine 
that People will leave Eating: For great Part 
of the trading World lies yet unſerved, 


nei- 


(G7) 


neither can any Man ſhew me that « ever our 
S Herrmg lay upon our Hands for want of a 


Market. 


1 — 15 2 firſt to ſhew the Advan- 
ve 4 tage of the Fiſhery, and ſecondly, that we 
m | may eaſily maſter it if we pleaſe. It remains 
if now that we take Poſſeſſion of it, and ap- 
- | Y the TIO to ourſelves, 8 


III. Fl the Fiſhery be encouraged and 
he eftabli ſhed, it will prove the Foundation 
is b n of an ample and laſting Revenue to the 

= Crown, and of Wealth and Profperity 
t the Nation. Nay, Fit. ſhould turn 5 


to Loſs inſtead of Profit, it would ſtill 
abundantly anſwer the Expence in the 


Conſequence, being an Under taking not only 

of common Benefit, but, as the Caſe lands, 
of abſolute Neceſſity to the Safety and 
W ell-being both of King and People, 


1 a It is but Reaſon, that public Works ſhould 5 
1 receive public Encouragement, and that 
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(53) 
where both Prince and People are to par- 
take of the Benefit they ſhould likewiſe join 
in the Furtherance of the Thing. Of ſuch 


a Quality is this Work; no ſickly Project 


upon a Ramble we know not whither, to 


hunt for we know not what; but a ſober 


and ſimple Plot upon a Treaſure that lies at 
our very Feet; A; Treaſure of more Value 
to us than both the Indies, and yet we will 
not ſo much a8 ſtoop to take it up. 


13 he Encouragement bare intended 3 is the ; 
N of a Sum of Money for a Fund, as a 


neceſſary Preparatory toward the perfecting 


of the Work, which may be done either 
* Loan, Contribution, or Tax. 


| Hitchcock aut upon eighty thou- 


ſand Pounds, to be furniſhed by torty Perſons 


out of every County, at fifty Pounds a Man, 
reckoning South Wales for one County, and 
North Wales for another (which is no great 


Matter) and many other Contrivances there 


are: but this Point may be cut ſhort, for 
upon 


FE 1 
upon good Security there will be no diffi- 
f culty of procuring Money 


Contribution would be an eaſy Way, and 


certainly do a great deal in the Buſineſs, if 
the People might be ſecured from the Fate 
_ of their laſt Benevolence in this Kind, which 7 


never came to any thing, and there is a 
good Part of 1 it remaining in the Collectors 


| | Hands to this very Day unaccounted for. 
Many Ways might be found out for their 


Satisfaction, but none perhaps more agree- 


ble than depoſiting of the Stock in the 


Chamber of London. 


A general Tax would do the Deed at a 


Blow ; nay, a particular Impoſition, to in- 


troduce it by Degrees (as in the Caſe of the 
Algier Duty, for the Redemption of Slaves; 


the Coal-Tax, for the rebuilding of Chur- 


ches) would ſufficiently anſwer my Pur- 
. ou. 


© bay Monies 
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(6) 
Monies being raiſed and depoſited toward 


a Stock, we come now to conſider where 
and how to — them, 


The firſt thing to 1 0 may be the 

reſolving upon ſo many Staples, and then 
to fall to work upon Creeks, Wharfs, Docks, 
Store-houſes, Tan-houſes, Work-houſes, 
Granaries, Brew-houſes, and other Con- 


veniencies for the Service: And at the ſame 


Time the Poor may be ſet to work upon 

Spinning, making of Nets and Ropes, and 
the like, that the fiſhing Tew, and the 
other Proviſions 250 80 on Hand 1 in Hand 
together. 


By this Method, the Deſign may be very 


fairly advanced with the Supply of forty or 
fifty thouſand Pounds, leaving the Charge 
of the Veſſels to come after, when there 


ſhall be Accommodations fit to entertain 
and receive them. The Reaſons of my 


propoſing it thus by Halves are theſe: 1ſt, 


There is no need of buying Veſſels till we 
know 
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(61) 
know how to diſpoſe of them (tho' an Eye 
may be had in the Interim to the ſaving 
and ſetting apart for this Uſe of ſuch Ships 
as may poſſibly fall in by accident.) 2dly, 
The Expence will be lighter, and fo more 
eaſily compaſſed. And laſtly (which is the 
main Point of all) it will be a great Encou- 
ragement to a farther Supply toward the 
Charge of the Veſſels themſelves, which is 
| | next to be conſidered, when the People ſhall 
* ſce that we are in earneſt, and even got 


| half thro' the Work already. 


The Charge of a - Buſs of - cighty | 
Ton, new from the Stocks, and furniſhed 
at all Points for the Fiſhery, together with 
Victuals and Wages for one whole Year, 
: may be rated at nine hundred Pounds, which 


ibeing divided into two Parts, I make Ac- 


count that the Veſſel herſelf, with her 
Cock-Boat, Maſts, Sails, Yards, Cables, 


3 Anchors, and other Trim to fit her for the 


Lea, will make about one Moiety : So that 
two hundred new Buſſes rigged and fitted 


48 


( 62 ) 
as aforeſaid, will come to about ninety thou- 
ſand Pounds, (or at ſecond Hand, perhaps 
thirty thouſand cheaper) which Expence 
with ordinary Succeſs, will be cleared the 
firſt Year, and Money towards a Stock over 
and above. It were better if there were 
more, but rather than fail, I would con- 
tent myſelf for a Beginning even with a 
fourth Part of theſe ; but be they more or 
fewer I would have all the Veſſels advanced | 
upon the King s Account, and have all the 
5 remaining Charges of Nets, Rope, Line, 
4 Caſk, Salt, Victuals, and in ſhort, of all 
fiſhing Tew and Proviſions to be borne up- 
on Adventure according to common Prac- 
5 tice in thoſe Caſes, for the Eaſe of his Ma- 
jeſty, and the Encouragement of the Peo- 


1 
ple. This will be better underſtood by a 
Word or two, concerning the Methods in : 
the Management of the Fiſhery. ; 


— N OY OIL 8 
ECG RA Ur apa a Ee FI rr 6, 


The Profit of a Herring Buſs is divided 
into ſo many Shares, whereof there go 
about two Thirds to the Adventurers, and 
the! 


— ——ꝛ— = —— eiurt wor aaa hes 


(6) 


the reſt to the Veſſel : The Nets and fiſh- 


ing Geare, the Maſter and his Mate, with 


the Sailors, Fiſhermen, and the Veſſel it- 
ſelf are in upon the Adventure of no Pur- 


chaſe no Pay. The Ships Proviſions of 


Victual, Salt and Caſks, are furniſhed upon 
Adventure too, with the Advantage it may 
be of 12 per Cent. for their Commodities in 
time of Peace, and twice as much in Time 

of War, above the Price of the Market, 
but with this Difference, that the laſt Ad- 
venture is to be paid off upon the Return 
before the Dividend, without pretending to 
any other Intereſt i in the Profit of the Voy- 
age. 80 that his Majeſty ſhall not need to 


be one Penny more out of Purſe than for 


the Veſſel as aforeſaid; fave only the Ship's | 


Part towards the Wages of ſix or ſeven 


Land- men, which 1s ſo inconſiderable, that 
after two Voyages they will themſelves deal 
no longer for * but ſerve upon Ad- 


venture. 


— 


This 


664) 


This is the very Track of the Affair, 
and by this Method is retrenched almoſt the 
one Half of the preſent Charge of the 
Fiſhery, the Work made eaſy and profitable 
in common both to King and People. 


The Proportion of Sailors and Fiſhers 
for two hundred Buſſes, will be eighteen 
hundred or two thouſand Men, which will 
be ſupplied from our Coaſts without any 
Difficulty, and theſe two hundred Buffes 
will train up yearly : at leaſt twelve hundred 
. Landmen for Sea Service. OY 


A thaw the Moy certainly it will | 
never be wanting, when ſo ſmall a Matter | 
L may advance fo great a Work. 


What were it cine the Clergy to make his 
Majeſty a Preſent of fifty complete Buſſes, 
and delivered without any farther Trouble 


into his own Ports? which undoubtedly they 
would never ſtick at. 


A 


(6) 


| Amongſt fifty or one hundred of thoſe 
noble Perſons upon whom his Majeſty 


hath ſhowered down his Graces and Boun- 
ties, what were it for them to furniſh as 
many more (which in pure Honour and 


Gratitude they would never refuſe VE 


| The City of ti would undoubtedly 


come in for their Nuota too; not only in 


Acknowledgment of the Honours and Pri- 
vileges they have received from the 
| | Crown, but in Purſuance of their wonted 
a Munificence in favour of all public Un- 


dertakin gs. 


So that a. remains but fifty Buſles 
more, to be furniſhed. from the whole Na- 
tion beſide, to make up the Number, which 


| comes to little more than a Veſſel a County, = 
- County with another. | 


This Way i carry the Buſineſs 


thro, and leave no Objection behind of 
1 „ any 


(66). 


any Poſſibility of ill- huſbanding or miſap- 
plyin g the Monies, when the reſpective Con- 
tributers themſelves ſhall have the Manage- 
E ment, and ordering of their own Propor- 
tions. 5 ; 


This may ſuffice for an Encouragement 


to the Fiſhery, and there, wants little now | 
towards the Eſtabliſhment of it but the ſet- | 
| tling and ſetting apart by Act of Parlia- 


ment a certain Revenue for the repair- 


ing of Creeks, Wharfs, Houſes and Veſ- 
ſels belonging thereto, to be veſted in the 


| King and his Heirs forever, to the Ends and 
Purpoſes aforeſaid. 


In purſuance of my Afertion I am now 


to make good that the Fiſhery being duly 


encouraged and eſtabliſhed, will prove the MW 
Foundation of an ample and laſting Re- 


venue to the Crown, and of Wealth and 
ide, ah to the Nation. 


(6) 


Upon the King's providing Buſſes, and j 
the ſettling the ſmall Sum of twenty thouſand | 
Pounds a Year for Reparations and Supplies, | 
in Manner as is heretofore expreſſed, there 4 
will accrue to his Majeſty a third Part of + 
the Profits of the Fiſhery in the Right of ß 
the Veſſels, which upon a very reaſonable : 
and hopeful Improvement will amount to | 
2 Million and a half yearly, and. remain to 
the Crown. forever. This is what I call 
the Foundation of an ample and laſting 
1 iq Revenue, and which I look upon as a Trea- 
ſury that will much more than anſwer all 
his Majeſty's naval Expences whatever. 
To ſay nothing of what will be advanced 


in his Cuſtoms by Commodities imported for 
our Fiſh in Return. 


- ad I may very well reckon. upon it alſo 
as a F oundation of Wealth and Proſperity 
to the Nation ; for I cannot caſt my Eye 
upon any Sort or Condition of People that 


will not be the better for it, and the. Com- 
munity moſt of all. 


K 2 Firſt, 
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| Firſt, It will bring all other Commodities 
in upon the Truck, which we now pay 


ready Money for to an ineſtimable Value. 


Secondly, It will eaſe this n at 


leaſt three hundred thouſand Pounds a Vear 


in the very Tax to the Poor, by employ- 
ing all Sorts of People, and turning the 


great Burthen of this Land into an equal 
Benefit, which will be in ſome Meaſure 2 


5 repeopling of us too, by adding fo many 
Joſt Hands to the Service of the Public. 


Thirdly, A full Ml Fiſhery 3 in this one Year 


would have ſaved the City of London ang 


© 


the Dependencies upon the River of Thames, 
near half a Million perchance in the Price 


of Coal, for there would never have wan- 


_- —_— 


ted Seamen to carry on the War and the 


VOY togetſiee. 


Tt would be endlefs'to rin thro! ill che 


Particulars ; How it begets Commerce, fills 


his 


( 69 ) 


| his Majeſty's Coffers ; peoples his Domi- 


nions, and conſequently raiſes the Price of 
Land; enriches the Merchant, both by Ex- 


1 g portation and Importation; and the Tradeſ- 
man by ſetting all Hands to work : For it 


1s remarkable, that ten thouſand Pounds 
Adventure in the Fiſhery, employs more 


People than fifty thouſand Pounds in any 
| other Trade whatſoever, Clothing excepted. 


It excites Induſtry, and clears us of Loiterers 
and Beggars. Inſomuch that ordinary 


= Servants make themſelves Fortunes by 


working of Nets at ſpare Hours, and ad- 
OY them in the Fiſhery. 5 


Let it not be e that I ſpeak all 
this without Book, for I have my Calcu- 
lation of the Profit of it, and other Advan- 
tages, from Sir Malter Raleigh, Sir John 


q Burrowes, and many other learned and ex- 


perienced Authors, who compute the yearly 


1 Value at above ten Millions, when the 


Duteb had not half the Number of Buſſes 
which now they have. 


But 


(70) 


But be the Profit more or leſs, rather than 
differ upon that Point, we will caſt all our 7 
Millions into the Sea again, and yet ſet up ] 
the Fiſhery, tho we ſhould trade to loſs, | 

for it ſeems to me of ſo abſolute a TO" = 
to this Nation, that (humanly ſpeaking) we 
cannot well or long ſubſiſt without! it. 


Ir we let our Navigation fall we are loſt, L 
and how to ſupport and ſupply it without 
the Fiſhery I do not comprehend ; the Man 
of War and Merchantman conſume Seamen, 
and breed none; the Collier brings up now 
and then an Apprentice, but ſtill ſpends 
more than he makes: The only and the 
common Nurſery of Seamen is the Fiſh- 
ery, where every Buſs brings up, it may be 
fix, eight, or ten Men every Year; fo that 
our Fiſhery is juſt as neceſſary to our Navi- 
gation, as our Navigation is to our Safety and 
Well-being ; and it is well enough obſerved, 
ys all Princes and States are ſtronger or 
"weaker 


(71) 


weaker at Sea according to the Meaſures of 
their Fiſhery. 


Nor is it only for the Number of Seamen 
that we are indebted to the Fiſhery, but 
for the Value of them alſo; for there never 
were braver Officers in che World than thoſe 
1 : that have been trained up in that School, 
as any Man that deſires to be better informed 
may by proper Enquiry eaſily ſatisfy himſelf. 


Nay, if they were only to be employed 


F as Pilots, their Services would more than 
cCountervail the Charge, for their Buſineſs 
lies where our Danger lies: They know all 
the Rocks and Shelves, and there is no 
_ coaſting without them. How many brave 
Ships have been ſtranded for want of a pitiful 
Fiſherman aboard to forewarn us of the 


Danger? Yes, and I have heard it confi- 


if dently ſaid, that even ſince this laſt War 
W wks the Diced, « great Fare of bis Ny 
jeſty's Fleet Royal had like to have periſhed 
upon the ſame Score. Neither can we pre- 

15 . 


— eee era — — 


r 32 
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G68) 
tend ſo much as to pilot a great Ship out of 
the River without a Fiſherman. 


As we can do nothing at Sea without the 
Fiſhery, ſo I am afraid we ſhall make as 
ill hiftat Land; for we have a bold Coaſt, 
and for want of People upon it to defend it 
we lie open to a thouſand Miſchiefs. | The 
F "iſhery will relieve us in this too, by plant- 


ing a Trade there, which will draw on Com- 
merce, and conſequently repeople and 
ſtrengthen us. If it be aſked, how we 
have done for Seamen all this while ? * an- 
ſwer, that we have done for Seamen as ſome 


: People do for Money t that have but: a Thou- 


ſand Pound i in the World, and play away Y 
five hundred of itina Night, we ſpend 3 


upon the main Stock, and it will never hold | | 
out. It has been our Fiſhery (even poor as 


it is) that has. ſupported us all this While, 
and when that dies, a Man may foretel, 9 
without the help of an Oracle, that the © 
Sg of England will x not long outlive i it. | | 


When 


When I ſpeak of the Fiſhery, I deſire to 
be underſtood of the Fiſhery in general, and 
of Cod and Ling as well as Herring, which 
is cſtcemed to be well nigh as gainful too as 
the other. There is not any Subject perhaps 
that has been more laboured and to leſs Pur- 

poſe than this, and the Reaſon poſſibly may 
be, that we have only taken a Proſpect of 
the Pecuniary Advantages of it, which we 
may live without, and given no Heed at all 
to that Conſideration of State which makes 
tit of abſolute Neceſſity to our Preſervation. | 


„ 
n 


To contract all in a Word; if any Man 
ſhall ſay that I have over-rated the Fiſhery, 
and the Influences it would have upon the 
W Proſperity of this Kingdom, let them re- 
= ply upon Sir Malter Raleigh, Sir Fobn Bur- 
rowes, and other Perſons of Note, who 
have ſtudied the Point, and made a particu- 
1 | lar Deduction a the Value of it. 
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Or if I have not cuffcientl proved that 
. it lies fairer for ug than for the Dutch, or 1 
not fully anſwered all material Objections 1 
to the contrary, I ſhall be glad to be bet: | 
ter inſtruQed. : 


—— — —. — in — 


Or (the Profit apart) if we can ever be 
either happy or fate without Navi gation ; 
Or maintain that Navigation without a Fiſh- 
oY, and manage it without Pilots, If this 

may | be done, I fay all is well: But if not, 
1 may then conclude, that the Fiſhery is of 
an abſolute and indiſpenſable Neceſſity to 


the Well-being boſe of King and People. 
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